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Famous Birthdays in May


Does your birthday fall in May? Did you know you share it with some pretty famous people? Here’s a few names you might know with May birthdays:





Tim McGraw, 1967


David Beckham, 1975


Randy Travis, 1959


George Clooney, 1961


Candice Bergen, 1946


Bono, 1960


Cate Blanchett, 1969


Pierce Brosnan, 1953


Tina Fey, 1970


Cher, 1946


Emilio Estevez, 1962


Drew Carey, 1961


Happy Birthday!





























Referral bonus!





Any client that refers our services will receive 10% a Tick/ Mosquito program, or other applicable service
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What’s Inside…





Bring The “East” Into Your Garden


Copper In The Kitchen


How Can You Create More Privacy In Your Backyard?  Find out in our Landscaping Question Corner!


Take the trivia challenge and you could win an oil change


Are YOU our client of the month???


And More!!
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Thought for the Month…


Life is like a ten-speed bike. Most of us have gears we never use. 


 	~ Charles M Schultz












































Broadleaf Weeds


Did you know that many broadleaf weed such as dandelions, clover and plantain are perennial?  This means that your normal step 1 fertilizer you may be using won’t prevent their growth.  The best course of action to rid you lawn of these pesky weeds is with a liquid herbicide.


Once they are gone you will want to fill those bare spots with new grass, leaving spots bare in the lawn is an open invitation for new weeds to move in.


If you have any questions regarding your lawn, insects or other pests please contact Jay for more information on these pests.  He can be reached at 978-500-4644.











April is National Lawn Care Month


























Bring The “East” Into Your Garden


There’s more than one way to create an enticing and soothing backyard retreat and adding some Eastern inspiration is a great way to get started. Japanese gardens have a much more spacious feel than their Western counterparts and can incorporate a variety of eye-catching features. Here’s a few ways to incorporate the East into your garden.





Rocks


Rocks are a main component in a Japanese garden and serve a variety of different purposes. Stepping stones will mark a garden path while a collection of smaller, more abstract stones might create a point of interest to entice your visitors to stop and enjoy the view. Interestingly, different rocks have different meanings in the Japanese garden and there are actually rules about how to lay them out:





The “Soul Stone” is a low, standing stone that typically has a wide base and tapered top. This stone is often a centerpiece of the Japanese garden.





The “Body Stone” is another upright stone but taller than a soul stone. This stone often represents a god and is typically placed in the rear of the garden.





The “Heart Stone” is flat (such as a stepping stone) and is used to add harmony to the garden.





The “Branching Stone” (also known as the “arching stone”) is the only stone in a Japanese garden with a wider top than base. This stone represents arms and connects the other stones to the garden.





The “Ox Stone” is placed in the foreground and is not as tall as a branching stone but not as short as a heart stone. It is somewhat irregularly shaped, typically with one end taller than the other.





Using these five stone types, there are countless designs that can be created in your garden.





Water


Water is almost always a focal point in the Japanese garden, whether it’s a majestic waterfall or a soothing pond. One major difference however, is that Japanese gardens tend to build the garden around the pond instead of vice-versa. The pond must be unaltered and should always follow the principles of nature.





For example, natural ponds tend to be somewhat round, oblong or abstract in shape. You’d never find a pond that had sharp angles and certainly no fancy fountains in the middle. Instead of polished stone or concrete retainers, Japanese gardens rely on dirt, foliage and colorful rocks to surround their ponds.


 (continued on page 2)











Inside this Issue:











Do You Want To Win an oil change for your car?





Take my trivia challenge and you could win!


This is one of my favorite sections. Each month I’ll give you a new trivia question. The first client to call my office with the correct answer will win an oil change from Georgetown Mobil, in Georgetown.   Georgetown Mobil is under new ownership and have been maintaining our vehicles.  We are very pleased with their service and rates and are happy to recommend them to our customers.





Take your best guess and call me at 978-432-1207.





Here’s this month’s trivia challenge:





Q. What was the real first name of Lady Bird Johnson?





A) Claudia 


B) Merle 


 C) Katherine  


D) Mary





Congratulations to last month’s winner!





Carol Winning


Last Month’s answer


Robert Wagner played Number two in the Austin powers movies.





Note: Limit one gift per winner per year 
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Balance And Harmony


Japanese gardens tend to convey a specific “energy” to their visitors. They embrace all the seasons and incorporate nature’s own preferences into their design. You won’t find randomly selected plants and garden art evenly distributed across the landscaping. Instead, the accents are chosen to compliment what is already there, without disturbing the “natural flow” of things. Japanese gardens follow the spiritual philosophy of Zen, where less is more. A path need not be cluttered with pots, plants and sculptures to be appealing. Instead, a Japanese garden will embrace the space, choosing only a few well-thought enhancements for color and atmosphere.





Pathways


Japanese gardens like to encourage the “journey” and use pathways to do so. Stepping stones or walking paths marked by shrubs and other foliage suggest the visitor keep going to see what’s around the next bend. A small bridge reminds us to slow down and enjoy our travels.





Enclosures


And last but certainly not least, Japanese gardens are “hidden” from the rest of the world. Using gates, fences, trees and shrubs, a Japanese garden is meant to serve as a place of solitude and meditation without interruption from the outside world.





Want to talk about your landscaping issues? Give us a call – we’d love to help you find the perfect landscaping theme for your property.
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Copper In The Kitchen


Stainless steel is still the big seller for upscale kitchens, but homeowners looking for a trendy or old-world look are choosing copper for sinks, range hoods and even countertops. Designers say it's not really trendy but has its own unique look. It's practical and durable. Copper has antimicrobial properties that kill off bacteria within eight hours.


A Bit of Laughter…


The professor of a contract law class asked, "If you were to give someone an orange, how would you go about it?"


A student said, "Here's an orange." "No!" the outraged professor said. "Think like a lawyer!"


"Okay, I'd say, 'I hereby give and convey to you all and singular, my estate and interests, right, claim, title, and advantages of and in, said orange, together with its rind, juice, pulp, and seeds, and all rights and advantages with full power to bite, cut, freeze and otherwise eat the same or give the same away, with or without the pulp, juice, rind or seeds, herein before or hereinafter or in any deed or deeds, instruments of whatever nature or kind whatsoever to the contrary in anywise notwithstanding ...'"











We’d Love To Hear From You!!


Whether you’d like to discuss your property or additional services or just want us to stop by and say “Hi,” we’d love to hear from you…





856 Haverhill St


978-432-1207


info@swazyalexander.com


Coming soon!


SwazyAlexander.com
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Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!





Thanks to YOU our business is growing! There is no better compliment we can receive than a positive referral from a valued client. We are truly grateful for the trust and confidence that so many of you have expressed.





If you know a friend, neighbor or family member who may be considering the services we offer - it would be the highest compliment to refer them to us. I’ll make sure they get extra special attention and care. Or, if there’re any additional services that we may provide for you, please let us know. Instead of growing our business from the outside, we prefer to pay closer attention to our existing clients and their referrals.
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Landscaping Question Corner…





Q.  How can I create more privacy in my backyard?





A.	Beyond installing a tall, wooden fence, there are actually a number of things you can do to create a private, serene retreat in your backyard.





	Hedges and trees work wonders for enclosing your space and also help to drown out noise from the outside world. Rock walls also provide considerable privacy and are an attractive alternative to traditional wooden fences.





	Take your quest for privacy one step further and enclose your entertaining area with a pergola, gazebo or by building an outdoor room, complete with a quasi-ceiling and - at least a few - walls.





	To really drive that peaceful “I’m in another world” feel home, invest in a garden pond or fountain. These beautiful accents serve two purposes: one, they provide a little “white noise” to help drown out your neighbors and two, they provide a relaxing focal point for your outdoor space.

































































Do You Have a Question You Want Answered?


I love hearing from all my good friends and clients who enjoy reading my monthly letter.  I’m always looking to answer pressing questions you might have about anything related to landscaping. If you have a question, please give us a call. Perhaps I’ll feature you in a future issue!

















Congratulations To Our Client Of The Month!





Every month, we choose a very special Client of the Month. It’s my way of acknowledging good friends and saying “thanks” to those who support Swazy & Alexander Landscaping, LLC with referrals, word of mouth and repeat business. Watch for your name here in an upcoming month - you might be the next Client of the Month!





This month’s Client of the Month is


The Bonner Family














Ticks!


It is shaping up to be a bad tick season.  If these pesky arachnids are an issue for your family or pets ask us how we can help control them on your property so you can enjoy the nice weather!











Tick and Mosquito Control


Imagine a summer without bugs!





We are happy to announce that in addition to our fertilization programs we are also offering Tick and Mosquito control this season.  Jay McDermot, Plant Health Care Manager has been developing this program over the past few years with great success.





We can also provide you with a onetime application to keep your property bug free for a party or special occasion.  Or a full program to keep the bugs away all summer long.  


�


Caterpillar Season is Here





Have you noticed holes in your trees leaves, or leaves that just look underdeveloped?  If so there is very good chance that you have some type of caterpillar feeding on your trees.  The Ipswich area has been hit especially hard with Winter moth and Canker worm this spring.  The damage they can cause is not only unsightly but can cause severe injury to your trees.  








